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ROCKINGHAM POBT-DIS-PATOK. ROCKINGHAM, N, C.

“KNITTING MACHINE SPEEDS UP WORK

The comforts committee of the Navy League of the United States has
Installed In Its Weadquarters several knltting machines for making swenters,
mufflers, socks and other wearing apparel for our fighters,

U. S. Soldiers Confident
They Can Whip Boche

froops in France Are Training
to the Highest Point
of Efficiency.

KNOW NO FEAR OF FRITZ

Soldier Writes of Work and Experi-
ences With Army at the Front—
Old Regulars to Be Used as
Crack Units of the Unit-
ed States Forces.

Dear ——: This is the first time I
have had—or have taken—for letter
writing in some days. 1 wrote home,
and will devote the rest of the minutes
between now and bedtime to a long-
delayed letter to you. 1 only Just re-
turned to my company after being
away for a month—Iin a blamed sight
colder place. I had a long and won-
derful trip, the detalls of which I can't,
of course, recount. Let it be men-
tioned, however, that among other
things I did was sleep In a real steam-
heated room, with sheets, five electric
lights, all going at once, and a bath-
room. I was a next-door neighbor of
Hank Wales, of the L. N. 8., who, I dis-
covered, worked In Sacramento, taking
the job I left when I went to Panama.
He knows you, and I mentioned that I
did, but didn't go Inio any detalls, My
trip, my one night of luxury and tay
reversion to the life of the army have
brought & realization of one thing,

though :

To pervert the title and main strain
of the latest Broadway and first-line
trench hit, the fun is over, over here.
From now on it's business,

Prance, to the Amerlcan soldler,
peyer again will be what it has been.
This thought began to formulate Itself
in the minds of the lucky Americans
who came over here In the late sum-
mer of 1017, about the time the snow
began to fall and the fog to come in
from the coast. Now It has crystalized.
The grave, whole-souled, sincere gix-
months' welcome of France is over, It
was & welcome not so much regal as It
wAS genuine—mnot one such as Is
spoken at & banguet when the mayor
turns the hypothetical keys of the
ity over, but of the man who opens
his home and his all and says, not In
words, but In deeds, “You are one with
us; what we have Is yours,” And for-
tunate were the Americans who were
present at this welcome. The army
that comes this year will be welcomed,
but not as we were.

No Longer a Novelty.

Not that France has intentionally
moderated her tone. There has been
s merely natural relaxation, of course,
and the “soldat Americaine” now ls
accepted more as & matter of course
than ag a novelty. But the blg factors
are that the United States is getting
into the war—and It Is winter, "There
15 less liberty now than there was—
no all-night posses, and frequently
Sunday is broken by Inspection and
drills. There is po military permlis-
glon to visit nearby citles except on
business. Visiting of the cafes is per-
mitted only between noon and 2 p. m.
and 6 p. m. and 8:30 for officers and
enlisted men. Winter has brought long
nights and cold days, its Red Cross
sweaters and the 17 pairs of socks
from home, and, incldentally, the keen-
est appreciation of three fruits of clvi-
llzation which "back home" are such
common-places that thelr existence
creates no more thought than the flen
on Heetor's back.

These are light, heat and water,

War, and its cogeamitant economles,
cause a step backward In evolution
and human progress—superficially, at
least—and luxurles vanish, one by one,
while wliat, the Amertcan of today sub-

ket street; that they are mixing soft
conl with hard to conserve, but at the
same time glve the flat dweller n warm
radlator to get up by. And then we
figure that the scintillating, on-and-off
clgarette slgn, at the corner of Broad-
way and Sixth avenug, for Instance,
would supply enough light for a whole
division ; that Just one of those restless
snakes pursuing each other around the
edges of that slgn would Illuminate
the whole of this Grand Hotel du
France, in which we now are billeted,
and be a distinet betterment on our
present two-candle power (actual)
lighting plant.
Every Town Has One.

I am divulging no “outstanding
physlcal characteristics which might
betray locality” when I mention the
Grand Hotel du France, They are
a8 common as Muxim's restaurants in
the United States. Every town has
one, and they generally are august,
nged hostelries, living, llke the Missis-
sippl river steamboats, on thelir reputa-
tlon. This one Is a comparative juve-
nile, It Is only one hundred and one
years old, according to a corner stone
we discovered the other day. But at
that it hasn't got electric wirlng and
plumbing and a furnace In the base
ment, and if we only had just the rat-
tle on the end of that snake's tall
hanging on a cord in room No, 12 there
would be four jubllant soldiers In that
“petit chambre.”

When the United States took over
the Grand Hotel du France It got It
unfurnished, of course. It Immediately
refurnished it with two double-decker
bunks of the latest type—nothing more.
We sleep two In a corner, and I have
one of the lowers, We have discovered,
by the way, a virtue In this arrange-
ment. The beds are sturdy, but can be
Jarred by a jiggling of the body, and
in the event that your bedinate, above
or below, is addicted to snoring (and
you wounld be surprised how many
goldiers are) you can always stop him
by “rocking the cradle” until he turns
over., This Is very handy. It saves
looking all over the room for a shoe
when you get up in the morning.

There are four of us In this room.
The most optimistic of the succeeding
landlords of this hostelry must have
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PROTEGE OF MRS. MARSHALL

Clarence 1. Morrison, now Morrison
Marshall, protege of Mrs. Thomas R.
Marshall, wife of the vice president,
has developed from a tiny, undergrown
Infant to a bouncing seventeen-months-
old boy.
Washington diet kitchen Infirmary and
asked the mother to loan him to her
for care In her own home. He was one
of twing, and the mother is earing for
the other. The Marshalls have not
adopted this one, but they have an
indefinite “loan” of him. Part of
rejuvenntion was due to a few

in Michigan and Arizona where

Mrs, Marshall found him ina |

hiid trouble In recommending It to the

four generatious 'of translents who
have ablded here and gone. But all |
the soldlers do not fare so. We are ,

lucky | A relative of a soldler “billeted
out” was looking for him recently. The
headquarters of the company were in
a former private dwelling house,

“Take & look upstairs,” sald & broth-
er soldler. “If you don't find him there
look out In the carringe house and In
the barn loft. If he's not there he'll
be In the chicken hounse,”

Our room doesn't afford even that
relle of the castle and pride of the
bungalow, a fireplace. But our next-
door neighbor's does, and we are of-
ficlally assigned to hang out around
his grate. That solves the heat prob-
lem, and also the bathing guestion.

Bathing facilittes are Umited In
France—at least that, In all of France,
for example, there is probably not one
of those boors who hothers yon about
statisties on his dally matutinal inun-
dation. I do not know the favorite
Saturday night pastime of the people,
either, but I can gay that if there is a
modern bathtub In this particular town
the Americans have not yet found it.
So we merely heat a kerosene canful
of water—at our neighbor's fireplace—
and take a “bird bath,” As there are
elght men who must perform this abla-
tion about one fireplace, and a good
soldier takes n bath twice a week, and
there are only seven nights In the
week, this grate is a busy place,

Drinking water is obtained only after
difficulties gometimes. The Amerlean
doctors are taking no one's word about
the supply but their own, and we are
allowed to partnke only after samples
have been tested. Frequently, when In
a town, the municipal supply is avolded
and the supply Is brought in In trucks
from distant polnts. But I am not so
skeptieal of water ns I was,

Our last station was near a hospital.
In front of this hospltal always hung a
big canvas bag full of Invitingly cool
water. I cannot spenk for the whole
company, but my squad I know used
always to drink thereof. We had kept
it up for something near a month when
one day a doctor In tortolseshell
glasses and n white apron espled a sol-
dier partaking at the bag. He became
immediately very voclferously appre-
hensive and expostulatory.

“For the great jumped-up Holy
Moses, man," said he, “don't drink that.
That's where we keep all the samplea
of contaminated water from thls part
of France,"

Find Disease Germa.

In the last 17 days we've found
germs of 13 deadly diseanses right in
that contalner, There are nine million
bacteria to the square Inch In that—
enough germs in that bag to kill the
whole German army. I should gay that
my squad consumed several cublc feet
of that water, and I don’t know enough
about mathematics to compute the
number of germs, But we're all allve,
and that was two months ago.

But enough of this gassing, "I re-
solved to be brief in my letters, and
here I've brimmed over onto the third
page. It has been cold where I am,
but the last few days have been lke
springtime. Where I was last was up
in the snow belt, where It gets on the
ground and stays there, the only hope-
ful word the natives can give belng
that “It goes off the ground In April."
Without golog Into details, though, I
learned one hopeful thing. While away
I had an opportunity of talking with a
lot of Americans who have been in
the trenches. They were from dif-
ferent groups of troops and had been
“In" at different times. And they all
were confident that the Americans can
whip the Germans at every stage of the
game, This lsn't the boast of a few,
but the consensus of the calm opinion
of about 40, T guess, that I talked to.
It was very encouraging, coming from
men who have had a mouthful of the
front. Most of the fellows were from
the old American regular army—from
the units over here, which are the only
ones still intact, I belleve, They nre
being traimed to the highest point of
military efficiency possible, and, they
say, are to be used as the crack units
of the United States forces, correspond-
ing with the famous “shock” unlts of
the German and other armles. I guess
thie same is true of the Ralnbow divi-
slon of the National Guard, which got
such a gend-off in the Biates.

Regulars Fare Worse.

The old regular army fellows
seemed to have fared worse than the
rest of us. They came over early In
the game, most of them stralght from
the border with only a few days In
the East, and went into training Im-
medintely. They were quartered up
where the war has left an obvious
mark and taken most of the superfl
claltles, They've been golng hard ever
since, lenrning everything of the latest
weapons, maneuvers, signals and mill-
tary sclence that the French, British
and Amerlcans had to teach them.
They're probably the soundest bunch
of men, physically, In the world. And
yot they're greatly neglected. This ls
because they come from the United
States in general*and no place In par-
ticular. Most of the regiments hefe
come from n distant locality, and the
folks back home organize welfare so-
cletles and send ‘em ‘obacco and
sweaters, but the regulars don't get fn
on thls,

1 had a few letters from the const
and probably will get more when the
Christmons mafl, which s still coming
in, catches up.

Till la Guerre ln Finis,

ROSS.

P. 8.—The army censor who O-K'G
the above letter mdded In his owa
handwriting the following wail:

. “p, §.—Above statements regarding
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Leak & Marshall & Parss

{ WANTED-AMERICANS!

There are 90,000,000 of us in the United States—all in the
family of our own Uncle Sam.

And Uncle Sam needs money— your money — everybody’s ,
money. Hedoesn’t ask you to give it to him; he wants to borrow
and pay you interest for it.

Maybe you didn’t have $50 or $100 to lend him in Liberty
Bonds, but surely you have 25 cents. If we, all of us, buy one
thrift stamp — just one stamp apiece —that is $22,500,000, and if
everyone of us buys $4.12 worth—25 cents worth from time to

times— that’s $370,800,000.

Your pin money does help. Doesn’t it?
We don’t know how much money you have —how much—
how little. It doesn’t matter, anyway. For it is getting to a point
that every man—every woman—every boy—every girl—must
make the business of helping win this war — the most important

Like the Liberty Bonds, the war savings certificates bear
49, interest. On January 1, 1923 each certificate will be wortk. $5.
These stamps are exchangeable at face value plus accumulated
interest at any time between now and January 1, 1923.

You can buy from your mail carrier or at the Post Office,
Buy your first one today.

This Advertisement Paid for and Donated by

Nature ls Outwitted.

The man who invented the sewing
mechine achleved what lie was after
when lie stopped trylng to imitate the
human hand., If you go into a factory
you will see machines dolng things
which only human skill could do but a
short time ago, but the processes are
quite different from the manual meth-
od. The inventors have risen superior
to the formulne that npature would
seem to have lald down for them.

Natural Gas.

Natural gns is probably formed in
thé earth by a process of nntural dis-
tillation from the animal and vegetable
remaing of past geologlenl epochs, and
Is nearly the same product as is dis-
tilled from coal In the retoris of gns
factorles, only insteau of the hent of
fires the internal heat of the earun,
alded perhaps by chemlenl decomposi-
tlon, hns eaused ita formation on a
magnificent seale.

“Bankrupt.”

The discussion on the etymology of
the work “bank"” in Mr. Justice
Darling's court might have been car
rled a step furthar by the illustration
pf our term “bankrupt,” says a Lon-.
don paper. The old Venetlan money-
changers and lenders carried on their
business at a stand or bench (banéa),
and when one was unable to meet his
obligations his “banca” was broken
{rupta).

WAR
SAVINGS

STAMPS

Thrift Btamps cost 25 cents
each and draw no Interest. You
can buy them from your letter
ecarrier, either city or rural route
at the post office or your bank,
You wiil be #‘lven & card to paste
them on. This costs nothing.
There are spaces for 16 Thrift
Btamps on this card. When your
card Is full, take it to your post
office or bank any time, with a
few cents additional and your
card will be exchanged for an
fntereat-bearing War Savi
Certificate worth # on Jan,
1924. This gives you 4 per cant
interest compounded gquarterly.

b { 20 War Bavings

you $82.40 d ?Il::lv

u , an r

face value st the time of re-
, January 1, 1983, will

be .
ar ::ﬂ t&ruﬂcat:a 'r‘h“
of e *Becond or Third
wnr Bavi Certificates may
BRI i 8 (e
money. You will ’.‘3‘!

nead
Interest, too, at about 8 per cent.

TAY the Hand

Would Hoard the Pennies—

Guide It to Patriotic and
Profitable Investment

The childish instinct tends usually toward saving. -
But to this instinct must be added a purpose in the
saving. The mere hoarding of coin pleases a child’s
fancy, but it does not teach the lesson of thrift,
Teach your child his first lesson of patriotism by
making him a factor in aiding the government, and
his first lesson of investment Ly placing his money
where it earns interest. Thrift Stamps furnish the

government with money for carrying on the war.
They earn 4 per cent. interest Replace the penny |
bank with a Thrift Stamp Book.

WEST BROS, Buick and Chemrlet Dealer
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